
            NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

OPERATIONS TO DETECT AND CONTROL 
CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE  

OF CERVIDS IN YOUR TERRITORY
NOVEMBER 29, 2018

On November 28, seven cases of chronic 
wasting disease of cervids (CWD) on a 
red deer farm in the Laurentides region. 
The Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune 
et des Parcs (MFFP) is pursuing in your 
sector its CWD monitoring and control 
operations.

The outcomes of the analyses conducted 
until now in the controlled intervention 
zones (CIZ) and the enhanced surveillance 
zone (ESZ) show that the disease has not 
contaminated many wild animals and, above 
all, that it has not been established in these 

To ensure public safety and the success of the operations, 
individuals are asked to:
• avoid travelling off the roads in this zone during the slaughtering operations, that 

is, starting at the end of the afternoon and in the evening;

• authorize the MFFP to pursue its operations on their land;

•  report any observations of cervids displaying signs that can be linked to the 
disease to SOS Braconnage at 1-800-463-2191.

If you have questions on the operations or on CWD, please visit our web page

(mffp.gouv.qc.ca/faune/sante-maladies/mdc.jsp).

If you have additional questions or concerns about CWD or you wish to collaborate 
in the operations by authorizing our activities on your land, please contact MFFP 
customer service by email at services.clientele@mffp.gouv.qc.ca.

sectors for many years. This indicates that it 
is still possible to impede the establishment 
and spread of the disease, which would not 
have been conceivableif it had spread to the 
surrounding wildlife.

The MFFP’s objective is, therefore, to 
pursue operations to eradicate the disease 
by reducing the risk of its establishment in 
wild cervid herds. To do so, it is necessary to 
reduce the number of wild deer around the 
deer farm in order to eliminate potentially 
infected animals and avoid spreading the 
disease, should it be present.

A single infected animal can  
spread the disease

While no case of CWD has been detected until 
now among wild cervids, it is impossible to 
exclude beyond all doubt that the disease is 
present since: 1) it is very difficult to detect 
CWD when few deer are contaminated and 
2) the tests conducted do not usually detect 
the disease in animals infected for less than 
12 months. 

A single infected animal left in the wild can 
transmit the disease to other cervids if it 
comes into contact with them, which will 
invariably led to the multiplication of cases 
and the establishment of the disease.

It should be noted that the long-term 
consequences of the establishment of CWD 
in wild cervid populations could be major 
and disastrous for the herds and for hunting 
activities in Québec.

  



Operations in the controlled 
intervention zone (CIZ)
It is important to act now
The CIZ includes part of the territories of 
the municipalities of Boileau, Harrington, 
Grenville-sur-la-Rouge, Notre-Dame-de-
Bonsecours, Huberdeau and Arundel. 

Control slaughtering operations are conti-
nuing in the CIZ to harvest and analyze 
white-tailed deer in order to cover by means 
of the operations all of the sectors of the CIZ.

The contribution of landowners is essential 
to the success of the operations. The only 
means of combating this insidious disease 
is to act now to remove potentially infected 
animals and reduce cervid populations in the 
CIZ.  

Together, we can contribute to maintaining 
the herds in health and ensuring the 
sustainability of hunting in Québec. 

Thank you for allowing us to carry out all 
of the requisite measures on your land.

Measures implemented following the detection of CWD
Controlled intervention zone

Enhanced surveillance zone: Zone in which samples must 
be collected at registration stations from cervids killed in 
the zone (until November 27, 2018)

45-km radius: Cervids killed in the area must be 
registered and butchered within the 45-km radius (until 
November 18, 2018)

Registration station for collection of samples (until 
November 27, 2018)

Temporary registration station for collection of samples

What is chronic wasting disease?
CWD are abnormally shaped and can 
transmit this anomaly to healthy prions. An 
accumulation of abnormal prions causes 
significant problems in the nervous system 
of infected animals. The disease is fatal 
for animals suffering from it and cannot, 
unfortunately, be tested on living animals. 

The abnormal prions are found in the 
secretions of infected animals and can infect 
other cervids. 

Once an animal is infected, the disease 
develops slowly and signs of it appear  
17 months or more after incubation. 
However, the disease can be transmitted 
during the incubation period. 

Once the disease is present in a significant 
portion of herds, it is no longer possible to 
eliminate it.

CWD is a degenerative disease of the central 
nervous system of cervids (white-tailed deer, 
moose, reindeer). It is comparable to mad 
cow disease in bovines but, unlike the latter, 
there is no reason to believe that CWD can 
be transmitted to humans beings. 

The disease is caused by a prion, that is, a 
protein that occurs naturally in the cells of 
the nervous system. The prions that cause 
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