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Regulations

This harvest status report groups together the harvesting of ermine (Mustela erminea ) 
and long-tailed weasel (M. frenata ). However, the proportion of each species in the 
Québec harvest is unknown. Ermine is the most widely distributed species in Québec. 
The long-tailed weasel is found, above all, in southern Québec and populations appear 
to be expanding in certain regions. The presence of the least weasel (M. nivalis ) has 
yet to be confirmed in Québec. 

The highest yields are achieved in balsam fir and maple zones, in particular in the 
Chaudière-Appalaches, Bas-Saint-Laurent and Abitibi-Témiscamingue regions, where 
trappers are more numerous.

Change in yield (number of weasels per 100 km²) 
over the past four years

Yield

The yield decreased in the Côte-Nord region both in unstructured and structured 
territories but remained stable everywhere else.

Harvesting

Until the 1950s, the weasel harvest was markedly bigger and prices were higher. 
The harvest appears to have declined with prices to reach some degree of stability 
since the 1980s. 



The harvest has increased twice (in 2007 and 2012) over the past 
decade. The increases are most notable in balsam fir zone, an area 
where harvesting is the most extensive (66%), and can double the 
harvest from one year to the next. Harvesting breaks down almost 
evenly in the unstructured, structured and mixed FAMUs and follows 
roughly the same fluctuations.

There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 48%) for the species over the 
past 25 years.

Trapper’s notebooks
The notebooks do not compile the abundance and population trend 
concerning weasels. Weasels mainly eat small mammals such as 
mice and shrews and are especially sensitive to fluctuations in the 
abundance of their prey (cycles). The abundance and trend indices for 
mice provided by the trapper’s notebooks confirm this observation. 
Indeed, peaks were noted in 2007 and 2012, which correspond to 
the best years for the weasel harvest. Accordingly, when their prey is 
abundant, weasels produce more offspring and the population grows 
rapidly. When prey declines, the weasel population’s response is just 
as rapid. Weasels nonetheless remain a resilient species.

Summary and conclusion

Weasel harvests vary markedly from year to year but fur prices do not 
appear to be the cause. Instead, the fluctuations observed appear to 
stem from the abundance of the small mammals on which weasels 
prey. It is also likely that the weasel harvest is partly affected by efforts 
focusing on fishers and American martens since weasels are often 
untargeted captures in trapping gear intended for the two species. 

We are aware that our data hinge on furs sold and that all of the weasels 
and ermines trapped are not necessarily sold. Indeed, some furs are 
not dressed because of their low value or when they are trapped too 
early in the season and the fur is not entirely white. Accordingly, the 
harvest status report does not necessarily reflect the true harvesting 
of the species.

Note: the term “weasels” is used to refer to ermine and long-tailed 
weasel, in the interests of stylistic simplicity.


