
Harvest

The beaver is one of the rare fur-bearing animals to have experienced a period of overexploitation, 
during the 1920s. Beaver trapping was even prohibited in some places during the 1930s. Beaver 
reserves were subsequently established between 1932 and 1954. Since the 1950s, prices 
have declined to their lowest level in recent years. However, the harvest markedly increased 
during the same period, probably in part because of changes in habitat stemming from forest 
harvesting, which has led to enhanced habitat quality and higher populations. 

Since the last peak in 2006, a decrease in the harvest has been observed in all forest zones 
and all types of territory.
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Regulations The beaver is Canada’s national symbol and has influenced the history and exploration 
of the country. At the time of the fur trade, the beaver was even deemed to have the 
most valuable fur. The species is found throughout Québec but yields are the highest 
in balsam fir zones in the Outaouais, Abitibi and Laurentides-Lanaudière regions. In almost all 
trapping zones, yields have fallen in recent years both in unstructured and structured territories 
because of low prices.

Yield

Change in yield (number of beavers per 100 km²)  
over the past four years



The drop in fur prices ($26 on average over the past 10 years) can explain 
the significant downturn in the harvest in recent years. However, the decline 
in the harvest is possibly partially offset by an increase in captures carried 
out under control measures (depredation).

There has been a correlation between the beaver harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 82%) over the past 25 years. During 
the 1920s, despite high fur prices on the markets, the harvest continued 
to decline, which suggests overexploitation at the time. In the wake of 
numerous conservation measures, including reintroductions, beaver 
populations revived and are now abundant. The charts show that over 
the past 10 years (2005-2014) the price of fur declined, causing a drop 
in the harvest or in the number of pelts dress and sold. 

Trapper’s notebooks
According to information in the notebooks, trappers believe that the abundance 
of beavers is similar in all forest zones although slightly lower in the spruce 
zone. The population trend is stable everywhere.

Summary and conclusion

The decrease in yield and the harvest essentially appears to reflect plummeting 
prices for this species on the fur market. Indeed, beaver populations 
remain abundant. An examination of this profile would readily suggest 
that beaver is underexploited in Québec. However, numerous beavers 
are also harvested through measures to control animals that damage 
human infrastructure. This additional harvesting is not accounted for and 
its scope is uncertain. Furthermore, an increase in conflicts is anticipated 
with the low harvest. Given the considerable cost of controlling beavers, it 
would be advantageous to further optimize the development of beaver as 
a precautionary measure. Considering the plunge in the price of the fur, 
we must avoid making it more financially advantageous to control beavers 
outside the regulatory trapping periods, which would run counter to the 
MFFP’s development objectives. The beavers captured in conjunction with 
SEG (scientific, education, management) prevention permits are no longer 
compiled. To ensure sound management of the species, it is essential to 
better grasp the harvest stemming from control. What is more, given that 
it is not compulsory to list all of the pelts sold in beaver reserves, the 
information from such territories is possibly underestimated.

There is a positive correlation between the beaver harvest and the otter 
harvest (R² = 77%) because both species can be caught in the same traps 
(see the harvest status report on river otter). The species must, therefore, 
be jointly managed.


