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Regulations

The map above illustrates the difference in the yields of coyote trappers south of 
the St. Lawrence River compared with other sectors of the province. The absence 
of competitors such as wolves and the numerous advantages afforded coyotes by 
agroforestal habitats facilitate their widespread presence on the south shore of the 
St. Lawrence River. What is more, coyote populations are expanding to new territories 
such as Témiscamingue and Lac Saint-Jean, where yields are increasing.
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The first mention of coyotes in Québec occurred in 1944 in the Outaouais region. 
Wolf and coyote pelts have only been distinguished in Québec harvest statistics since 
1983. The striking growth in the harvest between 1970 and 1983 appears to clearly 
stem from the expansion of coyote populations. Furthermore, such growth continues, 
despite a downward trend in prices.  

The coyote harvest by forest zones reflects the species’ range, which is now expanding 
from south to north. The growth observed in coyote captures in maple zone also reflects 
trappers’ growing interest in the species, the value of whose furs is nevertheless 
worthwhile. The coyote harvest occurs mainly in the unstructured FAMUs, which are 
principally located south of the St. Lawrence River, and in the mixed FAMUs (unstructured/
structured). In fact, 91% of the total coyote harvest occurs in unstructured territory.



There has been no correlation between the coyote harvest and the 
selling price of furs the preceding year over the past 25 years. On the 
other hand, the accumulation of snow on the ground appears to be 
a key factor to explain the harvest since it contributes to disabling 
snares, at least south of the St. Lawrence River (in the Estrie, Centre-
du-Québec, Chaudière-Appalaches and Bas-St-Laurent regions, there 
was cumulative snow cover until early March in the winters of 2006 
to 2015).

Trapper’s notebooks
The information submitted by trappers confirms that the abundance 
of coyotes follows a north-south distribution, that they are common in 
maple zone and almost absent in spruce zone. There is, nonetheless, 
a slight downward trend in maple and balsam fir zones. 

Summary and conclusion

On the whole, the situation of coyote populations seems to be sound, 
with growth in populations that leads to an increase in the harvest. 
The coyote enjoys a specific context in Québec. While a number of 
FAMUs display high yields and several trappers tend to specialize in the 
capture of canids, it remains that the snaring of coyotes in our latitudes 
can prove to be difficult certain years because of early or heavy snow 
cover. Despite wildlife harvesting through trapping, cases of conflicts 
with human beings have been reported in several sectors of Québec 
and the presence of the species occasionally arouses public concern 
in periurban regions. The cohabitation of the species with human 
beings poses a challenge in certain agroforestal and agricultural areas 
in southern Québec.

It has been observed that coyote populations continue to disperse in 
several regions of Québec and the yields continue to rise. However, 
snow accumulation, lower deer population densities, forest-based 
habitats and the presence of wolves, a daunting competitor, might 
limit its progress in the north. In the absence of wolves south of the 
St. Lawrence River, coyotes are competing keenly with the red fox, 
which it is gradually supplanting in certain sectors.

Coyote hunting also occurs but we are unaware of the scope of the 
harvest nor the proportion of animals whose fur is sold within the market.

For several years, a growing number of trappers have been noted 
who capture animals suffering from sarcoptic mange. Although the 
phenomenon is not alarming, it should be monitored to ensure the 
sustainable management of coyote populations.


