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 WOODLAND CARIBOU 
Caribou is a large cervid typical of the planet’s northern hemisphere. 
In North America, they can be found from Newfoundland to Alaska, 
as well as in Washington and Idaho. 

Woodland caribou, Boreal population (Rangifer tarandus caribou), 
are emblematic of the boreal forest. They embody the protection of 
biodiversity in this kind of North American forest. The woodland caribou 
raise concerns throughout their distribution area in North America. For 
this reason, they have been identified in Canada as an endangered 
species under the Species at Risk Act and in Québec as a vulnerable 
species under the Act Respecting Threatened or Vulnerable Species. 

Québec is addressing the major challenges of recovering woodland caribou while 
supporting the economic contributions related to harvesting and processing wood.

The Government’s action plan has been in effect since 2016. It focuses most of its efforts 
on key components of caribou habitat where the chances of success are greatest.

The designation of two protected areas totalling 20,000 km2 (7 700 square miles) is 
among the concrete measures enacted for protecting caribou habitat.

 RECONCILING THE REALITIES WITHIN A TERRITORY 
Woodland caribou is a species having a large home range. Their 
territory must consist of significant tracts of mature forests. Their 
maintenance in boreal forests requires the preservation of this habitat.

However, the commercial forests within woodland caribou territory are 
also the main drivers of socioeconomic development for many regional 
communities. Activities related to forest planning and the harvest and 
transformation of wood are essential to the economic and social livelihood 
of these communities. The use of wood in construction is also one of 
the most effective solutions to counter the effects of climate change.

The Gouvernement du Québec is thus implementing solutions aimed 
at protecting habitats favourable for the species while mitigating the 
consequences to the forest sector and the economic benefits that it brings.



 QUÉBEC’S ACTION PLAN 
Over the past fifteen years, Québec has implemented various measures to circumscribe forestry activities in order to help protect caribou 
habitat. Faced with the environmental and economic imperatives of this territory, in April 2016, Québec created its action plan for managing 
woodland caribou habitat.

In taking up the challenge of sustainable management, this action plan helps to improve the knowledge of caribou populations and focus 
most of the protection efforts on the key components of caribou habitat.

All of the work is done in compliance with scientifically rigorous protocols. Communities that are directly concerned, and particularly First 
Nations, are key stakeholders in accomplishing this action plan. Performing comparative studies and collaborating with other Canadian 
provinces are also being done.

Since adopting this action plan, Québec has carried out interventions in addition to the protection measures already in place. Here are the 
most significant of the measures:

For more information, please contact the
Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs
Direction du soutien à la gestion du régime forestier 
dsgrf@mffp.gouv.qc.ca

65% of the woodland caribou distribution area is removed 
from harvesting by the establishment of a new territorial 
limit for forests

Other current measures aimed at developing a long-term 
strategy for managing woodland caribou habitat:

• Developing measures to reduce predation 
 in the distribution area of woodland caribou
• Elaborating forest management approaches 
 that are favourable to woodland caribou
• Inventory and monitoring of woodland 
 caribou populations
• Intensifying the surveillance of illegal hunting 
 and developing educational tools

Creation of two protected areas covering 20,000 km2 

(7 700 square miles), equivalent to the size of the State 
of New Jersey

The distribution area of woodland caribou

Northern limit of allowable forests
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