
FOREST  
HARVESTING  

NOT A CAUSE OF  
DEFORESTATION  

IN QUÉBEC

Deforestation is a global issue that must be addressed. Québec, which is home to a 
large portion of the planet’s forest land, is a leader in sustainable forest practices. 
Through careful application of sustainable forest management principles, it is possible 
to maintain the area of productive forest while ensuring the economic vitality of forest 
regions.

In Québec forest cutting is regulated to ensure the replenishment of forests. The Québec 
forestry system stipulates that all harvested forest areas must be restored to productive 
status. To that end, the priority is placed on harvesting activities designed to foster 
natural regeneration. Nearly 80 % of harvested forest areas in Québec regenerate 
naturally. Tree planting is used as a supplemental tool to bridge any regeneration gaps 
or to meet other timber production objectives.

Total area of Québec
170 million hectares

Area of forest land
76 million hectares

Area under management
33 million hectares

Area harvest annually
166 000 hectares

Loss of productive areas due to access roads
~ 3% of the harvested area 

L

Territory of Labrador not included in Québec’s area

1 hectare = 2.471 acres

 FOREST RECOVERY 
In Québec, changes in forest cover due to forest 
harvesting are temporary 97% of the time. In 
a sustainably managed forest, forest cover will 
gradually transform as the forest regenerates1. 
The only thing reducing the productive area is 
permanent access road construction as the forest 
will not regrow in these areas. Such changes in 
use represent a tiny portion of Québec forest 
land. What’s more, in certain cases, particularly 
in the boreal forest, harvesting is conducted in 
winter when the ground is frozen via temporary 
access roads. This approach minimizes the use 
of permanent roads and their impact on the 
managed forest landscape. 

From an economic standpoint, it is in Québec’s 
best interest to see to the proper regeneration of 
its forests. The annual cut area is determined by 
calculations based on the growth of the forest. 
Maintaining a steady amount of forest resources 
is a constant concern. Taking steps to ensure 
proper forest regeneration provides a level of 
sustainable economic activity vital to many 
Québec towns and villages.

1 This interpretation of the deforestation phenomenon is similar to that of the Global Forest Watch : http://www.globalforestwatch.org “Tree cover loss is not always 
deforestation: Loss of tree cover may occur for many reasons, including deforestation, fire, and logging within the course of sustainable forestry operations. In sustainably 
managed forests, the “loss” will eventually show up as “gain,” as young trees get large enough to achieve canopy closure.”



 REGULATED ACTIONS THAT ARE WELL DESIGNED AND PROVEN 
Since the 1990s, Québec has followed a forest regeneration strategy that leverages the natural 
renewal mechanisms of forest ecosystems. To bolster this strategy, the Québec government 
has introduced—and continuously fine tuned—restrictive regulatory measures for the forest 
industry. One such measure, introduced in 2001, was to ban the use of chemical products 
in public forests.

Québec’s forest regeneration strategy hinges on the use of cutting techniques that protect 
existing regeneration under mature trees. Carefully choosing the harvesting techniques and 
equipment used makes it possible to:

• Protect regeneration

• Limit soil degradation;

• Ensure forest renewal at a lower cost

• Promote the establishment of new forests with natural attributes conducive to fostering 
biodiversity

 REFORESTATION, AN ADDITIONAL TOOL 
The natural regeneration–based approach does not work in all forest stands and all conditions. 
In such cases, forest producers turn to artificial reforestation to bridge any regeneration gaps 
or when higher timber production yields are needed.

Like cutting, forest fires are a factor in the temporary clearing of forest cover, particularly in 
boreal forests. Reforestation is also used to help restore growth in forests that have been 
impacted by fire (whether recently or long ago) and would otherwise struggle to regenerate 
naturally. Supplemental reforestation efforts are also carried out to boost carbon sequestration 
by trees as part of the fight against climate change. 

 CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVING OUR PRACTICES 
In an effort to continuously improve practices and regulations, Québec invests in basic and 
applied research in a variety of fields, including forest regeneration.

This ensures that Québec has the resources to conduct rigorous monitoring and scientific 
studies to better understand natural and artificial regeneration mechanisms, identify potential 
problems, and develop solutions so that forest practices are based on the best knowledge 
available.

Annual reforestation efforts in Québec  

• 130 million trees planted
• 75,000 hectares of forest regenerated

Logging site after harvest of a stand with a good level 
of advanced regeneration

For more information, please contact:
Ministère des Forêts de la Faune et des Parcs
Direction du soutien à la gestion du régime forestier 
dsgrf@mffp.gouv.qc.ca
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