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Regulations

The yield is the highest in balsam fir zone, which is attributable to the species’ 
distribution in Québec and trapping, which is concentrated in the sector. Despite 
what the distribution of the yield suggests, wolves are no longer present south of the 
St. Lawrence River (the wolves were probably registered in the wrong FAMU or coyote 
pelts were registered as wolves). 

Change in yield (number of grey wolves per 100 km²) 
over the past four years
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Harvest

The wolf harvest has always been relatively limited despite occasionally high prices. 
Coyotes were first mentioned in Québec in 1944 and wolf and coyote pelts have only 
been distinguished in Québec harvest statistics since 1983. The striking growth in 
the harvest between 1970 and 1983 appears to clearly stem from the expansion of 
coyote populations. Since 1983, the wolf harvest has been relatively constant, with 
nearly 500 furs sold annually, despite steadily declining selling prices during this period. 
Moreover, the wolf harvest in recent years has been the highest in the historical series. 

The harvest has increased in balsam fir zone, especially over the past five years. On 
the other hand, it has remained constant and limited in the other forest zones. An 
increase has also been noted in the harvest in all types of territories (unstructured, 
structured and mixed FAMUs), except in beaver reserves.



There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year for the species over the past 25 years.

Trapper’s notebooks
Trappers deem wolves to be common in all forest zones of Québec. 
They are stable everywhere, as are beavers, a favourite prey. However, 
a downward trend has been noted in the maple zone north of the St. 
Lawrence River.

Questionnaires
The average density of wolves calculated per 100 km² is based on the 
bear-wolf questionnaires distributed to moose hunters in structured 
wildlife territories. The density of wolves has usually tended in recent 
years and for all structured territories to approach 1.5 wolves per 
100 km²  (direct observations and signs of presence). While the trend 
based on direct observations of wolves decreased then stabilized in 
balsam fir zone, the same densities remained stable in maple zone and 
increased in spruce zone, although it should be noted that sampling was 
more limited in the latter. On the other hand, the densities calculated 
in light of signs of presence (which were found to be more reliable) 
have remained stable for 10 years.

* The average density of wolves is based on the densities of wolves 
seen (direct observations) or heard, excrement and tracks seen (signs 
of presence).

Summary and conclusion

Wolf populations appear to be stable in Québec and the wolf harvest 
is even increasing slightly. 

Special attention should be paid at the time of fur transactions to ensure 
that the species is correctly identified (coyotes as opposed to wolves).


