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Regulations

The yield in Québec is the highest in the western portion of the maple zone, more 
specifically in the Outaouais and Laurentides regions. This can be explained by reduced 
trapping pressure on the species in balsam fir zone, while in spruce zone we approach 
the northern boundary of the river otter distribution area. All things considered, the yield 
appears to be constant or rising slightly in most of the fur-bearing animal management 
units (FAMUs), both in unstructured and structured territories.
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Although the historic harvest has fluctuated, it has, on average, remained relatively 
stable (roughly 3 000 to 3 500 otters per year), despite an almost constant decline 
in the value of the raw river otter fur and an increase in the beaver harvest since the 
1960s (the two species are often captured using the same trapping gear). 

The otter harvest declined slightly between 2007 and 2009, then subsequently rose 
gradually. Since 2013, we have observed a slight decrease in the harvest in Québec’s 
three forest zones. The river otter harvest follows the same trend in the different types 
of territories. Accordingly, the fluctuation in the harvest appears to be synchronous 
regardless of the territory where trapping occurs, although somewhat marginal in 
beaver reserves. The fluctuations seem to follow the beaver harvest (see back) and 
market fluctuations (demand and prices).



There has been a correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 87%) for the river otter over the 
past 25 years. The chart reveals the risk of overexploitation when the 
price increases and the harvest decreases. The trend that the graph 
indicates is reassuring given that the increase in the harvest for this 
species follows rises in the price of furs. 

Summary and conclusion

Despite the constant decline in the price of fur for this species, the 
yield of otter is stable and, indeed, has risen in relation to the previous 
decade (2001-2010), throughout Québec. The river otter harvest, broadly 
stable, declined slightly during the last two seasons (2013-2014 and 
2014-2015). We will monitor this trend in the coming years to ensure 
that the situation recovers. Consequently, the different indicators suggest 
that the status of the river otter is stable.

Since the 1960s, there has been a high correlation (R² = 77%) between 
the beaver harvest and the otter harvest. The two species frequent 
the same habitats and are captured in the same types of traps. The 
species must, therefore, be jointly managed.


