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Regulations
The best yields are observed in balsam fir zone. The explanation hinges, in part, on 
more limited trapping pressure in spruce zone and the less favourable habitat afforded 
Canada lynx in maple zone. Moreover, yields were generally stable in most trapping 
sectors in Québec, except the Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean region (sector B) and the 
structured territory in the Outaouais region (sector E), where they were rising.
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Until the 1950s, lynx populations appear to have experienced 10-year cyclical fluctuations, 
probably in response to the abundance of hares, their main prey. However, the cyclical 
pattern has broken down since then. In the 1970s and the 1980s, the average price 
for a lynx fur was very high in relation to the cost of living. The situation led to the 
overexploitation of lynx and caused the closure of trapping throughout Québec in 
1995-1996 and 1996-1997. It was subsequently gradually reauthorized in different 
zones, with restrictive measures for trappers. In 2001, the lynx population seemed well 
and truly restored and more liberal harvesting conditions were adopted. Since then, 
the annual harvest has fluctuated around 2 500 lynx. The relatively stable level of the 
harvest suggests that disappearance of cyclicity or an effect linked to the imposition 
of bag limits that hides reality. 



The harvest in balsam fir zones is much higher than in the other 
forest zones. On the other hand, it is distributed fairly equally in the 
unstructured, structured and mixed territories, but is more limited in 
beaver reserves. Fluctuations in harvests are relatively similar from 
one type of territory to the next.

There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 47%) for the species over the 
past 25 years. We can thus conclude that the price of the fur appears 
to have a negligible impact on the harvest. 

Trapper’s notebooks

Over the past 10 years, trappers have deemed the lynx to range from 
rare to common in spruce and maple zones but common in balsam 
fir zone. Snowshoe hare is considered to be common to abundant in 
all forest zones. Furthermore, trappers believe that the lynx population 
is fairly stable in maple and balsam fir zones. In spruce zone, on the 
other hand, they have noted decreases but the population has once 
again become stable. However, the declines do not appear to coincide 
with fluctuations in hare populations in the zone.

There has been no marked trend over the past 10 years in trapping 
success, especially in balsam fir and spruce zones. Except for 2008, 
when trapping success rose appreciably, it has also been fairly stable in 
maple zone. We are aware that some bias remains in trapping success 
since the effort reported in the notebooks could be inaccurate because 
of accidental captures (lynx captured in a trap intended for another 
species) and trapping gear used for several species simultaneously, 
in particular in maple zone. 

The average effort made by trappers to capture Canada lynx has been 
fairly stable in maple and balsam fir zones since 2005. However, it has 
experienced significant variations in spruce zone. The recent increase 
in relative effort in spruce zone has had little impact on success.



For the past 10 years, the ratio of juveniles to adults (J/A) has been 
relatively stable in maple and balsam fir zones but has fluctuated 
significantly in spruce zone. The fluctuations stem from the limited 
number of individuals on which the ratio is calculated. With the exception 
of certain years in maple zone, the J/A ratio in the harvest is sufficiently 
high to ensure that the population is healthy or even growing (J/A 
ratio ≥ 20-30%).

Summary and conclusion

The absence of a hare cycle is several regions led to the abandonment 
of the Canada lynx management plan developed in 1995. However, the 
monitoring indicators available suggest that the lynx is not currently 
being harvested beyond its potential.

Management through bag limits 
is hardly effective
Bag limits are now the main tool for managing Canada lynx in Québec. 
Initially, the objective was to adjust the bag limits according to the 
relative abundance of lynx, measured indirectly based on indicators 
of the abundance of snowshoe hares, its main prey. Given that the 
means of monitoring changes in the hare population often proved to 
be ineffective, the bag limits were not adjusted or were adjusted at 
the wrong time in the lynx cycle. This situation aroused dissatisfaction 
among the trappers and caused headaches for trapping managers. 
Moreover, management by bag limit has proved to be inefficient to 
control the harvest.

The management of lynx by means of a bag limit does not always make 
it possible to attain the objective of reducing the harvest, especially 
because of untargeted captures. For example, fox, wolf or coyote 
trappers can accidentally capture lynx in their trapping gear. They 
have several options to reduce the number of accidental captures: 
stop hunting canids when the number of lynx captured is reached, 
use gear to which lynx is less vulnerable, use restraining traps that 
allow for the release of accidental captures, and so on. In actual fact, 
the behaviour of the average trapper seems very different. The chart 
above indicates changes in the harvest and the number of trappers 
who sold at least one lynx pelt in the Abitibi-Témiscamingue region, 
where lynx are abundant. It is noteworthy that when the bag limit is 
low (two lynx), greater numbers of trappers declare having harvested 
at least one lynx. On the contrary, when the bag limit is high (five lynx) 
or unlimited, the curve of the number of trappers who sell a lynx pelt 
is almost perfectly aligned with the harvest. This illustration confirms 
that the bag limit is insufficient in relation to the territory’s potential 
and that the lynx captured beyond the bag limit appear even so to be 
sold on the market but through other trappers. What is more, it has 
been noted that the harvest has not really decreased following the 
reduction of the bag limit from five to two lynx in 2010.


