
Harvest

The trapping of bobcats experienced two periods of increased harvesting linked to 
high prices. It was after the last dramatic rise in prices in the late 1970s that a striking 
drop in the harvest was observed, which led to closure of trapping of the species 
between 1991 and 2011. During the 20-year period, the data compiled stemmed 
from accidental captures (mandatory reporting). It is noteworthy that during the period 
when prices were very low (from the late 1940s to the early 1960s), the harvest level 
was similar to what was observed during the closure of trapping. This shows that 
even if little effort is directed at the species, accidental captures nonetheless occur, 
especially in canid snares. 
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Regulations
The distribution area of the bobcat in Québec mainly covers the Estrie and Chaudière-
Appalaches regions. FAMUs 16, 79, 80 and 81 display the highest yields. However, 
the bobcat distribution area is potentially growing in certain regions. Furthermore, a 
few captures are sporadically reported in other regions. An increase in yield has been 
observed in recent years, which corresponds to the reopening of trapping starting in 
the 2012-2013 season. 
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The harvest stemming from accidental captures recorded from 2005 
to 2011 revealed growth, which led to the reopening of trapping. Since 
then, the harvest appears fairly stable although few years have elapsed. 
While harvest levels are higher in unstructured territories because of 
the tenure of the FAMUs where the species is trapped, the fluctuations 
observed follow the same trends, regardless of the tenure of the territory. 

Since bobcat trapping was prohibited and the harvest was based on 
accidental captures in canid snares, we used the price of coyote pelts 
to test the correlation between harvest and price. There has been no 
correlation between the bobcat harvest and the selling price of coyote 
furs the preceding year (R² = 51%) over the past 25 years. However, 
we don’t have enough data to propose a diagnosis.  

Trapper’s notebooks
According to the trappers, bobcats are fairly rare in the maple zone. 
All things considered, bobcat populations appear to be growing in the 
distribution area overall and to fairly closely follow changes in snowshoe 
hare populations, deemed to be one of the main preys of bobcats.  

Despite several annual variations, roughly 80% of the bobcats harvested 
were in good to normal physical condition. The data enable us to consider 
that the bobcat population is doing relatively well in southern Québec.

The J/A ratio is relatively stable in the harvest although data are limited 
(50%-60% adults). On the other hand, the proportion of males appears 
to be increasing. What is more, productivity appears to be stable in the 
wake of the reopening of trapping, except in 2014. 

Summary and conclusion

Generally speaking, the harvest status report is positive but monitoring 
must continue in the coming years to ensure that bobcat populations 
respond well to the pressure of trapping.


