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Regulations

The highest yields are found in balsam fir zone, since trapping is more limited in spruce 
zone and maple zone is less favourable to the species, partly because of the presence 
of fishers, which compete with and occasionally prey on martens. 

Yields have declined in western Québec but are more stable in eastern Québec.

Change in yield (number of American martens per 100 km²) 
over the past four years

Harvest 

A possible period of overexploitation between 1935 and 1960 was noted, when prices 
peaked but the harvest remained very small. Since the 1960s, the American marten 
harvest has increased markedly. Since the mid-1980s, it has, on the whole, stabilized 
at around 30 000 pelts per year, despite striking interannual variations.

Yield



A downward trend has been noted for the past 10 years during which 
harvest peaks have been smaller than in preceding decades. This is 
especially true in balsam fir zone. However, the fur market has also 
plunged in recent years, which may in part explain the phenomenon. 
Harvests are decreasing both in unstructured territories and structured 
territories. The American marten is one of the rare species the harvesting 
of which is higher in structured territories (64% of the total harvest) than 
in unstructured territories. Furthermore, it is one of the rare species 
that is still popular in beaver reserves.

This chart reveals the risk of overexploitation when the price increases 
and the harvest decreases. There has been no correlation between the 
harvest and the selling price of furs the preceding year for the species 
over the past 25 years. However, leaving aside the price spikes in 
2005 and 2012, the American marten harvest appears to follow the 
fur market (R² = 97%). Indeed, when fur prices are high as they were 
in 2005 and 2012, trappers made an additional effort in respect of 
the species the following year. However, in 2006 and 2013, harvesting 
was limited, thereby creating outlying points. 

Trapper’s notebooks
Trappers believe that American marten are common in all forest zones. 
However, the population trend appears to be falling everywhere, except 
in certain years, which are not necessarily the same depending on 
the forest zone.

In maple and balsam fir zones, fluctuations in the abundance of American 
marten appear to follow those of northern flying squirrels and mice. In 
spruce zone, there does not appear to be a clear relationship between 
American marten population fluctuations and those of potential prey. 
Hares, a species often deemed to be a key prey of the American marten, 
only display variations in abundance in spruce zone, but they are not 
in line with those of the American marten.



Success is a sound indicator of the state of wildlife populations since 
it takes into account the efforts made by trappers. A slight downward 
trend has been observed in different forest zones, but what is especially 
striking is the marked interannual fluctuations (up to four times as 
many captures from one year to the next). The fluctuations do not 
appear to follow a precise pattern such as cycles nor to be synchronous 
between forest zones. We are aware that some bias remains in trapping 
success since the effort reported in the notebooks could be inaccurate 
because of accidental captures (American marten captured in a trap 
intended for another species) and trapping gear used for several species 
simultaneously (American marten and fisher).

The male/female ratio (M/F) has varied little over the past 10 years in 
the three forest zones. It is generally stable between 1.5 and 2 males 
per female. Usually, when the ratio approaches parity (one male for one 
female) or when females exceed males in the harvest, this indicates 
overexploitation. Indeed, because males have bigger territories than 
females, they are normally more likely to be trapped.

Summary and conclusion

Despite the stable abundance of prey, American marten populations 
in Québec appear to have declined slightly over the past 10 years. 
While the male/female ratio remains appreciably higher than parity, 
the success of trappers and the American marten harvest appear 
to be dwindling slightly. However, since the harvest displays strong 
interannual fluctuations, it will take several more years to ascertain 
whether the trend is continuing. We will, therefore, remain vigilant 
since the clientele values the species and we know that it is possibly 
sensitive to overexploitation. The American marten is also known to be 
sensitive to changes in its habitat. It has even been selected as a focal 
species and is, accordingly, considered in the forest planning process. 


