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Regulations

While striped skunk fur is of good quality and very durable, it is hardly popular on the 
markets. In Québec, the highest yields are found in southern Québec in agroforestal 
and semi-urban regions, where skunks find food and shelter in abundance. However, 
cohabitation by the species with human beings frequently leads to conflicts. 

Change in yield (number of striped skunks per 100 km²) 
over the past four years

In the heart of its distribution area (sector C), the skunk harvest yield is growing. 
Elsewhere, the yields are very low (<0.25 skunk / 100 km²). In regions where captures 
are trivial (<10 animals / sector), the slightest variation can create a false fluctuation 
as observed in the unstructured territory in sector A.

Harvest

During the 1940s, the harvest and prices rose significantly, but for a short time. Prices 
then plummeted and led to a smaller harvest in subsequent years. Since then, the 
harvest has remained small (rough 400 skunks / year) in related to the historic harvest.

Given the species’ distribution area, harvesting occurs mainly in the maple zone, 
where it has declined slightly, and is almost non-existent in spruce zone. For the same 
reason, 83% of the skunk harvest occurs in unstructured territories, since this type 
of territory is found mainly in southern Québec.  

Yield



There has been a correlation between the harvest and the selling price 
of furs the preceding year (R² = 77%) over the past 25 years. The chart 
shows that the harvest follows the upward trend according to price. 
This chart usually reveals risks of overexploitation (when the price 
rises and the harvest declines), but in the case of skunks, a species 
that trappers do not usually target, the risks are in any case limited. 
The chart shows that while prices remained constant in relation to 
the period 1985-2004, the populations now support a harvest three 
times bigger.    

Summary and conclusion

The small yields and limited harvest of striped skunks clearly illustrate 
the limited popularity on fur markets of this animal’s fur. The decline 
in the harvest is possibly attributable to falling prices and a lack of 
interest in dressing the fur. However, it must be noted that our data 
hinge on furs sold and it is likely that numerous skunks captured are 
not dressed and thus never end up on the market. To this must be 
added captures carried out in conjunction with the control of animals 
that create conflicts with human beings, which are not accounted for. 
Accordingly, our profile of the actual harvest is partial. Certain trappers 
can nonetheless use skunk oil in their lures. 

It would be advantageous to encourage such development through 
trapping as a means of managing the species in order to limit conflicts 
with human beings.


