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Regulations

Raccoon trapping periods are relatively well harmonized in Québec overall. The 
trapping yield for this species, while affected by latitude, is also closely linked to the 
presence and types of farming activities. At the provincial level, the change in yield 
suggests that raccoon populations are generally growing. However, in the structured 
territories in the sector with the highest yield (sector C), the populations are stable.

Change in yield (number of raccoons per 100 km²)  
over the past four years

Harvest

Prior to 1945, prices were very high but the species was rare. The price of raccoon 
fur subsequently plummeted (1945-1970), then rose for just over a decade, then fell 
again in the early 1980s. At the same time as fur prices began to rise, in the early 
1970s, harvesting of the species almost quintupled in relation to the historic harvest. 
This significant increase also possibly coincided with the expansion of large-scale 
agriculture (corn) that provided additional food sources. The most recent harvest has 
stabilized at around 12 000 pelts / year. Prices are also stable and have been fairly 
low for 30 years.

Yield



 

Most raccoon furs come from maple zone. The species is virtually 
absent in spruce zone and rarer in balsam fir zone. Most of the harvest 
occurs in unstructured territories (92%), since the species is found 
mainly in southern Québec, which is almost exclusively made up of 
such territories. Trapping of the species occurs in agricultural and 
agroforestal areas, in which little or no structured territory is found. 
Furthermore, since most beaver reserves are found in spruce zone, 
the small raccoon harvest stems, above all, from the type of forests 
found there. 

There has been no correlation between the raccoon harvest and the 
selling price of furs the preceding year over the past 25 years. 

Trapper’s notebooks
The observations submitted by the trappers indicating that the abundance 
of raccoons is growing slightly are in keeping with observations based 
on the harvest.

The data confirm that the species is common in maple zone, rare in 
balsam fir zone and virtually absent in spruce zone. Moreover, the 
population trend is deemed to be fairly stable in maple and fir zones. 

Raccoon populations are strongly influenced by the type of agroforestal 
landscape that forms their habitat, the food available and certain 
diseases such as distemper. What is more, trapping and control also 
have a not inconsiderable impact on population levels, especially in 
southern Québec. Raccoons frequent areas that are extensively disturbed 
by human beings, including urban environments, where resources are 
abundant, above all when waste management is deficient. Furthermore, 
this engenders conflicts with human beings. In addition, raccoons can 
transmit several diseases and parasites to human beings. For example, 
the Québec government is releasing anti-rabies vaccines and closely 
monitoring raccoon populations near major urban centres to ensure 
that the populations have a strong resistance rate to the disease to 
avoid its spread to human beings.

Summary and conclusion

The current situation of raccoon populations is not worrisome although 
it is important to monitor the species to avoid population growth that 
would lead to broader conflicts with human beings in urban and 
agricultural areas.

Depending on the landscape, raccoons and fishers can be captured 
using the same trapping gear, whether accidentally or deliberately. The 
harvest of the two species is highly correlated (82%). Consequently, 
the management procedures applied to the trapping of the two species 
must take into account this link.


