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Regulations

The Arctic fox’s distribution area is essentially confined to northern Québec. It is, 
therefore, mainly trapped in the territory of the James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement (JBNQA), where trapping pressure is relatively low. What is more, a drop 
in yield has been noted in the sector, possibly because of reduced trapping.  

Change in yield (number of Arctic foxes per 100 km²)  
over the past four years

Harvest

Three major periods have marked the history of the Arctic fox harvest. Until the 1950s, 
prices were high and the harvest was cyclical and tied to the three-to-four-year 
abundance cycles of lemmings, the Arctic fox’s main prey. For roughly 30 to 35 years, 
prices were subsequently lower but the harvest remained at virtually the same level, 
albeit with cyclical fluctuations. Since the 1980s, prices, but above all the harvest, 
have been very low.

Yield



The Arctic fox harvest is also exclusively concentrated in the tundra in 
northern Québec in beaver reserves and pursued by Aboriginal trappers, 
which reflects the species’ distribution area. Cyclical fluctuations roughly 
every three years are still noted but with a marked downward trend. 

There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year for the species over the past 25 years. 
In the case of a cyclical species, it is much more fluctuations in the 
abundance of its prey that affect the harvest than the selling prices 
of the fur.

Summary and conclusion

Despite the decreases noted in the harvest and yield, this does not mean 
that Arctic fox populations are on the wane. Instead, the phenomenon 
probably stems from a certain lack of interest in trapping the species in 
several Cree and Inuit communities, the absence of a new generation 
of trappers, and very low market prices. Furthermore, competition 
exercised by ranch white fox such as the Norway fox is strong and 
the furs are supplanting wild furs.


