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Regulations
The red fox is found throughout Québec. However, it is in the eastern maple zone and 
central balsam fir zone that the yields have been the highest for the past 10 years. The 
yield (and the harvest) of red fox fell between 2001 and 2009 in all sectors in unstructured 
territories but remained stable in structured territories. It nevertheless appears that the 
yields (and the harvest) over the past four years are, on the whole, recovering.  

Change in yield (number of red foxes per 100 km²)  
over the past four years

On the whole, current yields are within the norms observed since 2001, although 
downward trends have been noted almost everywhere in unstructured territories. On 
the contrary, in structured territories, the yield is growing, sometimes significantly, 
especially in the Côte-Nord region (sector B). Such growth appears to be directly 
affected by the harvest on the Île d’Anticosti (FAMU 68), where the red fox yield has 
been growing markedly since 2010. 

Harvest

Until the 1950s, the red fox harvest was characterized by considerable interannual 
variations (five to eight times more between troughs and peaks). Such fluctuations 
might possibly be attributable to fluctuations in the prey available or epidemics such 
as sarcoptic mange. The demand and the harvest were very low during the 1950s and 
1960s, which might coincide with the expansion of ranch fox production. However, the 
harvest subsequently rose to remain around 15 000 ± 5 000 pelts/year, although the price 
has plummeted since the late 1980s. Over the past 10 years, interannual fluctuations 
have still been noted but to a lesser extent. It should be noted that the trough in the late 
1990s might be due to the rabies epidemic in southern Québec (1989-1992).

Yield



Most of the captures occur in maple and balsam fir zones, where most 
of the red fox’s preferred habitat is found (agricultural and agroforestal 
environments). An upward trend in the harvest has been noted in such 
zones. Most of the annual harvest in Québec occurs in unstructured 
territories (76% of the total harvest). The harvest in traplines under 
lease has grown slightly over the past 10 years.

There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 47%) for the species over the 
past 25 years. 

 

Trapper’s notebooks
In the balsam fir and maple zones, trappers deem the red fox populations 
to be stable. In spruce zone, the abundance of foxes declined somewhat 
between 2008 and 2010. Since then, the situation appears to have been 
restored although the species is nonetheless slightly less abundant there.

Summary and conclusion

While the red fox harvest in Québec is broadly stable, it does display 
significant interannual fluctuations. Yields have, overall, remained 
stable both in structured territories and in unstructured territories. 
Furthermore, the red fox is deemed to be common throughout Québec. 

Coyote populations continue to disperse in several regions of Québec 
and the yields continue to rise. In the absence of wolves south of the 
St. Lawrence River, coyotes are competing keenly with the red fox, 
which it is gradually supplanting in certain sectors.

It should not be forgotten that that competition from ranch fox furs is 
very keen on the markets, given the size of the pelts and the quality 
of the furs.


