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Regulations
While mink are present virtually throughout Québec, the mink harvest is concentrated 
in maple and balsam fir zones. However, the best mink habitats in Québec (major 
marshy areas) and the greatest densities are found in the areas around Lac Saint-
Pierre and Lac Saint-François, for example, or in the Abitibi-Témiscamingue lowlands. 
Accordingly, the species is not evenly distributed in a given territory. 

Yields are declining in the northern portion of the balsam fir and the spruce zones 
(sector A) but stable or growing in the rest of Québec. What is more, a strong upturn 
has been observed in sector E in unstructured territories.  

Change in yield (number of minks per 100 km²)  
over the past four years

Harvest

Following several very uneven years, a durable decrease in the price of mink fur 
and the harvest toward the late 1950s was noted, which could be a consequence of 
dwindling demand for wild furs compared with higher-quality ranch furs.

 

Yield



Despite on ongoing downward trend in the fur price, the mink harvest 
nonetheless seems relatively stable in the three forest zones and in 
different types of territory.

There has been no correlation between the harvest and the selling 
price of furs the preceding year (R² = 29%) for the species over the 
past 25 years.  

Trapper’s notebooks
Trappers consider the mink to be common in all forest zones and 
believe that the population trend is fairly stable. However, a decline 
was noted in spruce zone in 2014.

Summary and conclusion

Most of the monitoring parameters appear to indicate a relatively 
stable, common mink population throughout the territory. Despite a 
downward trend in the fur price, the abundance of mink appears to 
allow for the maintenance of a relatively stable or even bigger harvest 
in certain sectors in southern Québec.

With the expansion of ranch mink and genetic improvement in the 
animals (uniformity of furs and size of individuals), the popularity of 
wild mink has fallen markedly. It is, moreover, the advent of the fur 
farming industry that has led to a widespread plunge in the price of 
wild furs for all species. The wild fur market has become marginal, 
especially since the arrival of the Asian countries, which are seeking 
homogeneous volumes and quality.


