
Harvest

During the 1940s, the harvest reached more than 80 000 squirrels at a time when 
prices were high. Since the mid-1960s, the harvest has remained around 5 500 pelts 
per season at an average price of $1.38.  

The squirrel harvest peaked in 2006, especially in balsam fir zone. Since 2008, the 
harvest has remained stable despite constantly falling prices. The harvest is equitably 
shared between different types of territory (unstructured, mixed and structured) but 
remains marginal in beaver reserves.
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Regulations Between 2005 and 2015, an average of 1.2 squirrels per 100 km2 have been captured 
in Québec. The best yields are observed in southern Québec in sectors where the 
greatest density of maple syrup production is found and on the southern fringe of 
the Côte-Nord region, where the attainment of the minimum harvest threshold on 
traplines is the most difficult. This distribution pattern roughly follows the breakdown 
of trapping pressure exercised on American martens, since the harvesting of squirrels 
results essentially from untargeted captures in traps intended for other species. A 
drop in yield has been noted in all sectors but the downturn is most pronounced in 
the Côte-Nord region, where the yields were the highest. However, this could be the 
result of the overall decline in prices on fur markets.
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There has been a correlation between the harvest and the selling price 
of furs the preceding year (R² = 71%) for this species over the past 
25 years. We assume that trappers dress and sell squirrel fur only 
when the price warrants doing so. This chart usually reveals risks of 
overexploitation (when the price rises and the harvest declines), but 
in the case of squirrels, a species that trappers do not usually target, 
the risks are in any case limited.

Trapper’s notebooks
Nearly 700 notebooks are filled annually in Québec and they provide 
data on and the abundance and population trends on red squirrels and 
northern flying squirrels. According to the trappers, the two species 
are deemed to be common or abundant in all forest zones of Québec. 
A slightly greater abundance was noted in 2006, which may explain 
the peak in the harvest that year.

According to the trappers, red squirrel and northern flying squirrel 
populations are relatively stable although they do display year-on-
year fluctuations. Both species experienced by and large the same 
fluctuations, namely, an increase around 2006-2007 and in 2012, and 
a decrease in the subsequent years (2008 and 2013).

Summary and conclusion

While the indicators stemming from the harvest reveal a slight downward 
trend in recent years in Québec, data from trappers’ notebooks confirm 
that the populations are not decreasing. Indeed, red squirrel harvest 
indicators depend on several external factors that affect and distort reality 
since trappers rarely target squirrels, which are instead accidentally 
captured or used by the holders of leases of exclusive hunting, fishing 
or trapping rights (five species/15 furs) to satisfy their obligations. 
The abundance and trend evaluated by trappers are, therefore, better 
indicators of the state of wildlife populations than the furs sold (harvest) 
for these species. 

Monitoring of harvesting through trapping does not, however, take 
into account the harvesting of squirrels in agroforestal environments, 
especially in the maple production sector, where it comes into conflict 
human activities (control trapping). Indeed, in this instance, the furs 
are rarely sold. Squirrels are nonetheless resilient prey species that 
are not threatened by exploitation. However, monitoring of fluctuations 
in squirrel populations is a relevant indicator to evaluate the situation 
of predators such as American martens and fishers, which eat them.  


